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Abstract: The origin of modern science was made possible by removing the 

human from the discourse of science. But the paradox was that while science 

became a 'report' of the truths of nature, these truths were articulated by humans 

using their language and their cognitive capabilities. Along with the notion of 

method, the claim by Galileo, and the scientists who followed, that mathematics 

was the language of nature was yet another attempt to remove the presence of the 

human in the sciences. While this erasure was important when European science 

began, it is no longer tenable today to continue this story. Human interests, as 

well as social and political desires, have become an integral part of what science 

is today. As a consequence, human presence pervades the knowledge claims of 

science right from who and what funds science, utilitarian definitions of nature, 

as well as the prevalence of synthetic and artificially produced human entities that 

are now the dominant objects of scientific research. All these have changed the 

nature and meaning of science from what it was earlier. For a more sustainable 

future for science, it is therefore necessary to explicitly acknowledge the role of 

the human, so that we can consciously decide what elements of being human 

should matter to scientific knowledge. We can begin by understanding both the 

nature of being human as well as that of science - a task that is best accomplished 

by philosophy which has the conceptual and methodological tools to undertake 

this task.  
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